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“The new Irish Chamber Orchestra Studio is a statement of simplicity and elegance. It is a world class space to work in. The combination 
of nature and light is an inspiring back drop not only for world class musicians to rehearse , record and perform in but also for the ICO 
administrative team to lead one of Ireland’s leading cultural ambassadors, an inspiring space.”

John Kelly
Chief Executive
Irish Chamber Orchestra
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Irish Chamber Orchestra Studio

Summary of Project

In order to meet the needs of the ICO, it was estimated that in the region of 800sqm of dedicated space was required. To be included in the required space were the 
following. A naturally lit double height Rehearsal Studio with soundproofing to recording standard & able to accommodate up to 30 musicians, also a Soloist 
Rehearsal Room which was to be located adjacent to the Rehearsal Studio & acoustically treated, with space for an upright piano. Office space for administrative 
staff along with individual offices & a Meeting Room were also to be provided. Storage for Instruments & Furniture located off the Rehearsal Studio with an external 
access point was another part of the brief.  
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Irish Chamber Orchestra Studio

WORKING SECTION 

Acoustic Performance

The Acoustic Performance Brief was to reach a desired acoustic environment for both the Rehearsal Hall & 
the Soloist Rehearsal Studio. Taking into account the proposed room finishes and geometry, a detailed 
acoustic study was carried out in conjunction with AWN Consultants to provide guidance in relation to the 
location of absorptive, reflective and diffusive surfaces. 
Another factor was to achieve rigorous sound insulation within, to limit the internal ambient noise levels and 
also the external noise and mechanical service noise.
The main Rehearsal Hall is the engine of the Orchestra and although a simple rectangular box, it has great 
acoustic performance flexibility.    
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Irish Chamber Orchestra Studio

SITEPLAN

Site Context
The site is located in the North Bank Campus of the University of Limerick 
and is positioned at the entrance of the Cappavilla Student Village. The 
site benefits from a southwesterly aspect with views over the Clare Hills, 
Mill Tower, Limerick City and the University Campus.

The University of Limerick master plan for the North Bank Campus 
proposed a “lived in” central building that would act as the focal point of 
the site. With the site of the Irish World Performing Arts Building in close 
proximity this site creates an ideal location for the facilities of the Irish 
Chamber Orchestra Studio. In addition with completion of the 'living 
bridge' the site is just a short walk to the University Concert Hall located on 
the South Bank Campus of the University

The Irish Chamber Orchestra Studio sited in the heart of Cappavilla 
Student Village has a strong communal feel due to the density of 
residential accommodation wrapped around it. The built form of the 
student housing acts like “cupped hand” sheltering the Irish Chamber 
Orchestra Studio.
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Project Brief

Since the ICO relocated to the University of Limerick in 1995, the orchestra has established itself as one of Ireland's most 
distinguished cultural ambassadors at home and abroad. With this successful expansion the existing facilities available 
to the orchestra at the University of Limerick became increasingly inadequate for its needs. In order to protect the 
successful operation of the ICO and enable it to realise its full potential, adequate administrative offices and dedicated 
rehearsal space were deemed essential. An opportunity arose to include these facilities in Cappavilla student village on 
the North Bank Campus of the University of Limerick.

Acoustic Performance Brief

The Acoustic Performance Brief was to reach a desired acoustic environment for both the Rehearsal Hall & the Soloist 
Rehearsal Studio. Taking into account the proposed room finishes and geometry, a detailed acoustic study was carried 
out in conjunction with AWN Consultants to provide guidance in relation to the location of absorptive, reflective and 
diffusive surfaces. Another factor was to achieve rigorous sound insulation within, to limit the internal ambient noise 
levels and also the external noise and mechanical service noise. The main Rehearsal Hall is the engine of the Orchestra 
and although a simple rectangular box, it has great acoustic performance flexibility.

Site Context

The site is located in the North Bank Campus of the University of Limerick and is positioned at the entrance of the 
Cappavilla Student Village. The site benefits from a southwesterly aspect with views over the Clare Hills, Mill Tower, 
Limerick City and the University Campus.

The University of Limerick master plan for the North Bank Campus proposed a “lived in” central building that would act 
as the focal point of the site. With the site of the Irish World Performing Arts Building in close proximity this site creates an 
ideal location for the facilities of the Irish Chamber Orchestra Studio. In addition with completion of the 'living bridge' the 
site is just a short walk to the University Concert Hall located on the South Bank Campus of the University.



Architectural Concept

The characteristics of the site, with its vantage point, enabled the design to take full advantage of the surrounding views 
and also create a landmark building on the North Bank Campus. The architectural form of the Irish Chamber Orchestra 
studio compliments and blends with the more formal style of the Student Village.

In preparing the sketch design reference was made to the design of performing buildings including the Barbican, 
London, Koussevitzky Music Shed, Tanglewood, Boston MA and the City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra Centre.

The main concept behind the building is an anchoring relationship with the existing Student village. The Irish Chamber 
Orchestra studio forms a footprint as a direct response to the adjacent building lines of Student Village. The rehearsal 
space is the symmetrical space in plan with the wrapping element at angles of this. A lighter 'bridging' element holds 
the two in position and also provides the main entrance and circulation to the rehearsal hall and offices.

The fenestration arrangement and detailed features of the elevations are intended to develop an abstract form, which 
mimics the rhythmical sense of an orchestral score of music. For example taking the first few bars from Tchaikovsky's 
Concerto No. 1 and remove the staff lines leaving the notes and bar breaks. The recessed wall features ascend to the 
higher glazing elements along the southern elevation, which are screened by timber louvers. These louvers, 
representing bars of music, connect the two facade finishes of the cream render and red brick. Continuing around the 
building, the random horizontal opes, which puncture the zinc facade, represent notes following the rhythm of the 
vertical bars. Above a dramatic roofline portrays a strong building emerging from the green.

Contractor

Brian McCarthy contractors limited, of Ennis, Co. Clare, were the main contractor on the project. A good working 
relationship with the contractor had already been established during the construction of the adjoining Cappavilla 
student village. This mutual understanding of the site greatly benefited the construction of the Irish Chamber Orchestra 
Studio, which led to a contract completion on schedule and within the 12 month program, and the final construction 
cost coming under the €2.65 million contract sum. Given the complexities of the initial brief, and the standard of the 
finished building (1,018 m2), the completed scheme proved to be extremely cost effective.

Client

'The new Irish Chamber Orchestra Studio is a statement of simplicity and elegance. It is a world-class space to work in. 
The combination of nature and light is an inspiring back drop not only for world class musicians to rehearse, record and 
perform in but also for the ICO administrative team to lead one of Ireland's leading cultural ambassadors, an inspiring 
space.'

John Kelly
Chief Executive
Irish Chamber Orchestra
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